
 

Superadobe & Permaculture Workgroup 

Rainbow EcoVillage 
“Earth turns to gold in the hands of the wise.” (Rumi)  

 

Further information: www.superadobe.info   Contact: info@superadobe.info +36-30-736-3821 
 

 Let us design and build together with nature! 

BEEHIVE ECOHOUSE PROJECT – SAMPLE SUPERADOBE 
HOUSE BUILDING BASED ON CROWDFUNDING 

There can be as much happiness in a tiny hut as in a grand mansion… 
 

A small and cosy place that meets all our basic and comfort needs and is an organic 
part of the environment that surrounds it... harmoniously designed to suit the 
human scale, healthy and sustainable (both in an economic and ecological sense). It should not be an unrealistic wish 
for the people of the 21st century who have conquered space. However, for many this seems more and more like an 
impossible dream.     

Since 2011 we have been working on trying to bring people closer to this dream by providing an alternative build-
ing method by combining the traditions of adobe building with modern technology. We have tested the superadobe 
technology on sample buildings, have worked out a curriculum and an educational program for the workshops we 
have held for people to learn the technology and have been doing our best to promote it. Now to get to the next 
stage we would need to build a superadobe house where we can show the advantages and unique features of this 
technology such as the arched structures and would need to work out the ways to adapt this technology to the Hun-
garian climate and customs. 

The Beehive EcoHouse would give us the chance not only to demonstrate the ad-
vantages of the superadobe technology but to promote an (environmentally) con-
scious approach to life that is essentially based on permaculture. Permaculture is 
an ecological design and farming method that develops a sustainable, self-
maintained and regenerative habitat. When building the sample house at our edu-
cational center in Héreg, a small village in the North-West part of Hungary we would 
like the following principles to prevail: 

 The method used to build the house will be an ideal and 
affordable combination of traditional (found in nature) and modern (both new and re-
cycled) building materials; 

 Less energy and money will be used to build and maintain the house than what present 
building technologies require;  

 The house built will be a beautiful, healthy and harmonious home and will be a manifes-
tation of the principle “A sound mind in a sound body.” (According to the Gaia hypothe-
sis we believe that houses function like organic systems, and the place we live in is like 
our third skin.) Our aim is to build healing houses as an alternative to the present build-
ings that make us ill (e.g. sick building syndrome);  

 The approach applied will be that of ’designing with nature’ (e.g. permaculture) and the 
principles of organic and sacral architecture, universal elements and guiding principles will be followed;  

 Environmental consciousness and sustainability at an affordable price: renewable and soft energy sources, 
compost and masonry heaters, environmentally sound water management (collection of rain water, compost toi-
lets), organic farming; 

 Self-sufficiency and autonomy at a highest level: simple but effective building, engineering methods and ener-
getics that can be learnt and applied by everyone (we prefer „passive”, physical solutions to complicated, expen-

sive engineering methods and chemical techniques); 

 The house with it environment is more adaptive to the climate changes 
we face today (extreme cold/hot, windstorms, flood like rains, and 
floods than the conventional houses; 

 Resuscitation of our cultural heritage and vernacular architecture in a 
way that meets the needs of modern people; 

 Community building, practicing and experiencing the joy and effectiveness of cooperation between people; 

Our modest financial and human resources, however, do not make it possible to cover the costs of the construc-
tion of the sample house all on our own. At the same time without a tangible sample building that can be observed, 
touched, smelled and tested the introduction of the technology cannot advance. We need YOUR help to follow in 
the footsteps of Nader Khalili, the father of the superadobe technology and help as many people as possible to real-
ize their basic right to a home and healthy life.  


